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never doubt of a boy.    Mrs. Thrale brought, I think, five girls running, but while I was with you she had a boy.
' 1 am obliged to you for all your pamphlets, and of the last I                                     < \ IP
hope to make some use.    I made some of the former.                                                             n'
' I am, dear Sir,
' Your most affectionate servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' •July 4,1774.'
'My compliments to all the three ladies.' 'To .HKNNKT LANOTON, Kstj., AT LANGTON, NKAR SPILSKY,
LlNCOLNKIIIKK. <I)KAK   StK,
' You have reason to reproach me that I have left your last letter so long unanswered, but I had nothing particular to say. Chambers, you find, is gone far, and poor Goldsmith is gone much further, llu died of a fever, exasperated, as 1 believe, by the fear of distress. lie had raised money and squandered it, by every artifice of acquisition, and folly of expenee. Hut let not. his frailties be remembered ; he was a very great man '.
' 1 have just begun to print my Jtntnny to f/ic //t-Mifiv, and am leaving (he press to take another journey into Wales, whither Mr. Thrale is going, to take possession of, at least, live hundred a year, fallen to his lady. All at Streatham, that are alive''', arc; well.
1 'Soon after Goldsmith's death certain persons dining with Sir Joshua commented rather freely on some part of his works, which, in their opinion, neither discovered talent, nor originality. To this I)r. Johnson listened in his usual growling manner; when, at length, his patience, being exhausted, he ruse with great dignity, looked them full in the face, and exclaimed, " If nobody was suffered to abuse poor Goldy, but those who could write as well, ho would have few censors.'" Northcote's AVyv/M/v, 1.3.57. To Goldsmith might be applied the words that Johnson wrote of Savage (H'orAs, viii. u;i) i--1 Vanity may surely be readily pardoned in him to whom life afforded no other comforts than barren praises, and the consciousness of deserving them. Those are no proper judges of his conduct who have slumbered away their time on the down of plenty; nor will any wise man presume to say, " Had I been in Savage's condition, I should have lived or written better than Savage,"'
3 Mrs. Thrale's mother died the summer before (<;///<", ii. 30?,). Most of her children died early. By 1777 she had lost seven out of eleven. See/W, May 3, 1777.
II.    21                                                                fil havenfluence over her husband.   She once in a little warmth, made, with more point than justice, this remark upon that subject: ' I have seen many a bear led by a man; but I never before saw a man led by a bear.1    BOSWELL.   See ante, ii. 75.
